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– AGENDA –

Tuesday, MARCH 19, 2019 • Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Town Hall • Starting Time: 7:30PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
• 007 19 Recognition: Pop Warner Cheer Team
• 008 19 Recognition: BHS Varsity Dance Team
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
• February 7, 2019
OLD BUSINESS (PUBLIC HEARINGS)
• 18 025 Mayor: Demolition Delay Ordinance or take up any action relative thereto
• 19 007 Mayor: Rescind prior Borrowing Authorizations or take up any action relative thereto
• 19 008 Mayor: FY19 Supplemental #2 or take up any action relative thereto
NEW BUSINESS
• None
Refer to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules
• 19 011 Mayor: Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance or take up any action relative thereto
Refer to the Committee of Ways & Means
• 19 012 Superintendent of Schools: Statement of Interest (SOI) with the MSBA for Braintree High School or
take up any action relative thereto
Refer to the Department on Public Workss
• 19 013 Comcast Petition: 120 Ivory Street or take up any action relative thereto
Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed
UPCOMING MEETINGS:
Next Council Meeting will be held on: TUESDAY, April 2, 2019@ 7:30pm
ADJOURNMENT
.
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February 7, 2019

STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS
MINUTES
A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on Thursday,
February 7, 2019 beginning at 7:30p.m.
Council President Ryan was in the chair.
Clerk of the Council, Susan Cimino conducted the roll call.
Present:

Charles B. Ryan, President
Charles C. Kokoros, Vice President
Timothy P. Carey
Thomas M. Bowes
Shannon L. Hume
Sean E. Powers
David M. Ringius, Jr.
Not Present: Stephen C. O’Brien
Thomas W. Whalen
Also Present: State/Town officials
Town employees
Residents
NEW BUSINESS
• 003 19 MAYOR: STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS
-Posting the Colors by DAV
-Pledge of Allegiance - Cynthia Harris, Veterans Services Agent
-Invocation – Dr. Peter Kurzberg, Temple Bi Nai Shalom
-Introduction of Mayor – Council President Ryan
-State of the Town – Joseph C. Sullivan, Mayor
-Benediction – Pastor Jon Wilson, Life Community Church
-Retiring of the Colors
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Please see below the State of the Town Address delivered to Braintree Town Council on Thursday, February
7, 2019, by Mayor Joseph C. Sullivan:
Tonight, as we gather, I feel a sense of great pride in the work that we have been able to accomplish over
this past year, and I am confident in reporting to you that the state of our Town remains strong.
For twelve years now the people of Braintree have entrusted me with the responsibility to act on their
behalf as the executive officer for our Town. I have been honored and humbled to serve as our Town’s
first Mayor. It is — and remains a daily effort to offer stewardship and direction for my hometown. In
working with our Town Council, our School Committee, and the many important municipal boards, as well
as the work of our department heads and their teams, I believe that we can look back with satisfaction in
all that we have accomplished. Our financial strength is stronger, our schools academic performance is
stronger, our capital programming in the investment in our roads, municipal buildings, recreational
spaces, and our schools — we have built a very sturdy and sustainable future for our Town — and we have
done all this while offering the lowest residential tax rate in the region. I’m proud of all that we have
accomplished and thankful for the work of my colleagues in government — and the many voices of
residents who have helped shape our community efforts over these past 12 years.
As optimistic as I am of our present operations and our Town’s future, we like every municipality, face
challenges that we are required to address. And so we will:
Our approach to governing has always started with the importance of planning. Most management
experts would underline that the successful operation of any organization would be to plan a strategy and
implement it. Our motto — which we have publicly declared many times, has been to “plan the work and
work the plan.”
We have done just that in the financial plans of our Town with strong daily operations and healthy
reserves.
We have planned well with the current build-out of our East Middle School, with South to follow next
year, to accommodate the 5th-grade shift to the Middle Schools in September of 2021, a planning step
that will free up 23 classrooms at our elementary schools.
We have planned and implemented a highly successful 100 Roads program throughout our Town
improving the quality of life in our neighborhoods.
In planning to respond to new Federal and State regulations, we have created one of the first municipal
stormwater management divisions in our region. Under the purview of our Department of Public Works,
Braintree’s Stormwater program is essential in mitigating the negative impacts of stormwater runoff by
maintaining and improving our aging drainage system, implementing pollution and flood control
measures. Through these measures, the Stormwater program keeps Braintree in full compliance with the
US EPA Clean Water Act and helps make our rivers, ponds, and other waterways swimmable, fishable, and
drinkable for many years to come. In short, we are planning for and protecting our environment and being
responsive to the reality of climate change.
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I could cite other examples — but I think you get the picture.
Planning our work is the guide book that minimizes surprises and maximizes benefits. It may sound like a
simple recipe, but in fact, it is hard work. To plan is to think hard about our current circumstances and
offer direction in planning our future.
The Planning and Community Redevelopment Office, with my support, has embarked on a multi-year
review into revising and updating the Town Zoning Bylaws and to adopt a new revised Zoning Map. We
have had three public hearings on this initiative with the 4th meeting to be next week — February 13th.
The primary focus on the rezoning effort is first to standardize the current zoning regulations to reflect
the economic and planning practices and needs of Braintree in the 21st Century. The second objective of
revising the Town’s zoning regulations and standards is to ensure that we can continue to advance the
quality of life standards that we have grown accustomed to. This creative and diligent approach is being
made to see that we can control our future and that we must plan for it.
I know that there is apprehension by some about this planning process. That the effort we are making is
an invitation for more housing and development for our Town. It is not. In fact, our goal is just the
opposite. It is to manage the growth of our Town. Change is a constant — and Braintree has seen many
changes in its history. Neighborhoods where people now live were not there decades ago or even more
recently. The Town has evolved in many ways and will continue to. We have the “exciting opportunity”
today to see that we can get it right.
A more comprehensive and straight-forward set of zoning regulations will better equip our Town’s
planning to focus more efficiently on minimizing and regulating the impacts the Town faces relating to
land use and development. Particularly those conditions affecting our quality of life, including traffic
congestion and public safety, while at the same time creating a prosperous economic environment that
provides a level of municipal services our residents wish to experience in their own community. Simply
put, this comprehensive undertaking is an action plan for our future. We need to ensure, with good public
policy and good proper planning that we are being responsive and focused on the housing needs of 27year-olds and 77-year-olds. Those who live here today and those who are desirous to live here in the days
ahead.
Attractive communities attract attention. Our Braintree is a desirable place to live — In fact, today in
Braintree purchasing a home is one of the best investments you can have. To raise a family, and to be part
of a historic, thriving, and livable community. Families who have settled here, their children want to
stay — yet, many cannot afford to do so. We need to correct that.
A report that we commissioned in 2015 in partnership with Northeastern University, which is available on
our Town website reminds us to be mindful of the changing age demographics of our population. Based
on current trends, the next decade will see the number of Braintree residents who are 65 years and older
grow at a much faster rate than any other group. We must be responsive to that change. In focusing on
opportunities for 55+ housing so that those who have long been part of our community, can remain in our
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Town and maintain all the friendships and connections they have spent a lifetime building. We anticipate
this type of housing to be in the offering this year.
Housing opportunities for the younger members of our community who rely on public transportation will
be looked at with a focus of transit-oriented development. This type of housing — which will be
generational — will position us for a well-planned and well-managed future. Let me be clear, our future
steps in the planning of our Town are to preserve the residential climate of our existing neighborhoods
while providing 21st-century housing opportunities.
Allow me to offer a fact about the correlation of housing to our economy. Job availability is far outpacing
the housing stock. The family unit once defined as four or five members is now two or three members. In
short, a growing population with smaller family sizes underlines the need for more housing. The South
Shore Chamber of Commerce has done a tremendous amount of research on the need to encompass
housing as a part of a forward-thinking agenda for the economic health of our region. Braintree should be
a participant.
Our Town’s location, at the intersection of highways, state roadways, and both rail and road public transit
is a benefit. A thriving business community means our population more than doubles on an average
weekday. Our vibrancy is an asset — yet it presents challenges with increased traffic on our roadways.
Over the past year, we have taken multiple steps in our plans to address this traffic issue head-on. We
hired a traffic-engineer whose primary responsibility is to identify and improve the flow of traffic
throughout the Town. Several initial steps to be implemented this year will include the re-timing of lights
at our busiest intersections, improving lane markers, as well as making our streets and sidewalks safe for
all forms of usage including full ADA compliance. An example of this will be the implementation of an
adaptive signalization plan along with our Granite Street corridor this year. Adaptiveness means that with
the use of technology, the signalization along the corridor can be adjusted in real time to manage the
volumes and flow of traffic. We have lowered the speed limit to 25mph in our neighborhoods, and we
have created a traffic calming neighborhood program — in recognizing that each neighborhood has its
own characteristics. We have empowered neighbors to talk amongst themselves in devising a plan that
best suits their needs. Our initial phase of this program has seen us partner with seven neighborhoods to
begin the implementation of this exciting initiative. Again, I believe this planning exercise will offer strong
results for our neighborhoods. In understanding that all forms of mobility are important to our quality of
life, we have had initial discussions with Lime Bikes, a bike-sharing company, on the possibility of a pilotprogram for Braintree which could have a noticeable effect on the number of motor vehicles used for
short-distance travels.
Our recreational spaces over the past years with the addition of the Highlands playground on Route 37,
“Lee’s way” walking trail connecting Watson Park to the Smith Beach waterfront, the many upgrades we
have made to our neighborhood parks are an indication of thoughtful planning and our commitment to
enhance the quality of life for all.
During the past year, we acquired over six acres of land along the Monatiquot River near the intersections
of Middle and River Streets. In doing so, we saved this property for generations to come. There will be no
development. Instead, it will always be an open space. This act of preservation — well planned — will
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allow us this year create a looped walking trail along the river banks, providing an area for all residents to
walk, exercise, and enjoy this valuable recreational space and nature that the Monatiquot River provides
us.
The Braintree Community Partnership on Substance Use continues to perform important work for families
in our community. The Partnership is comprised of public safety and school officials, healthcare providers,
parents, youth, business, government, faith, and civic organizations. The group works diligently to
minimize youth access to alcohol, nicotine, vaping, marijuana, opioids, and other drugs.
Research shows that 90% of people who abuse or are addicted to drugs began using before the age of 18
putting themselves at risk for addiction.
Because of this, as a community, we have a moral obligation and plans in place to support and protect our
young people in Braintree from using these dangerous substances.
The undeniable fact remains that opioid addiction continues to be a reality. This year, with the
endorsement of the partnership, the Braintree Police Department and Manet Community Health Center
will be offering a program to prevent fatal overdose and minimizing family stress. The outreach program
will offer residents support, healthcare and access to treatment, as well as our continued use of the
lifesaving drug, nasal naloxone.
Our Braintree police department established a “Family Services Unit” which includes a particular
emphasis on serving our growing senior citizen population and other family-related initiatives. Our people
are our most valuable resource and we as a community must do all that we can to assist all those who
need our help.
Many of these substance use prevention initiatives are made possible by the support of our local
legislators; Representative Mark Cusack and Senators Walter Timilty and John Keenan. The Partnership
and I are most grateful for their ongoing support.
At times, our planning and thoughtful approach to governing extend beyond our borders — the
opportunities and challenges faced by our region often call us to partner with our neighbors on a
multitude of initiatives and issues. The year ahead will see none more important to the long-range quality
of life for the South Shore than our fight against the proposed Compressor Station at the foot of the Fore
River Bridge in Weymouth. Well over 200,000 people call the communities that border the Fore River
basin home.
Let me be blunt, in planning for our future; we have no plans to allow this compressor station to be built.
Last year, we solemnly marked the 100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War. On Veterans Day
hundreds of residents gathered in front of Town Hall, and we paused at 11 am that morning to remember
those from Braintree who gave their lives a century ago. I want to offer my sincere thanks and gratitude
to the members of our Veterans’ Posts for all that they did in 2018 to help us mark this centennial and for
their service to our nation and our community that they continue to offer every day. I can also announce
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tonight, that as part of the centenary of the founding of the American Legion in March of 1919, we will be
hosting, in partnership with Post 86, a 100th Anniversary commemoration here at Town Hall on March
16th.
Our Braintree is and has long been a community of inclusion. Every resident, no matter how long they
have lived here, what their background is, what their abilities are, has a part in our Braintree story.
We have two members of our team that I would like to recognize tonight and thank for their contributions
to our work here at the Town Hall. Over the past few months, our office has welcomed Drew Doherty, a
student at Braintree High School, who joins our team several times a week to provide much-needed
assistance. With his commitment to a job well done, Drew has quickly endeared himself to our team, and
we look forward to many years of doing the people’s work here at Town Hall with Drew’s help.
In 2011, my office first partnered with the Cardinal Cushing Centers, and through that partnership, we
welcomed Julie Ann O’Connell to our team. For eight years now, every Tuesday and Thursday morning,
Julie has worked here at Town Hall as part of the team. She has graced us with her upbeat attitude, hard
work, and her welcome to anyone who visits Town Hall. I say that I am the Mayor and Julie is the Deputy
Mayor, but when I see her in the Town hall sometimes I think it’s the other way around!
I fully realize that as we move forward, there will be differences in how we should proceed. Such is the
nature of our democracy. In striving to shape our community let us be cognizant of the need for civility in
our public forums. In the era of social media, when some prefer to communicate through a keyboard —
the need for honest and factual public discourse, to have thoughtful and respectful dialogue is needed
more than ever.
We all feel fortunate to call Braintree our home. Our community occupies a unique place in our
Commonwealth, with many advantages not afforded to other Towns while still maintaining a strong
community feel and a high quality of life.
I believe that we are the premier community on the South Shore.
Every day we have the chance to make our community a better place. And that one day unfolds into
another — and then another — until the days amount to weeks, months, and years. Let us acknowledge
that opportunity that we have today to shape tomorrow — the work is not easy, in fact, it is hard — Yet
the meaningfulness of the work and the effort to do it is the challenge that we must embrace. To do
anything less would be a disservice for those we serve.
So, as we look towards the third decade of the 21st Century, let us be mindful that we live in a community
like no other, one so rich in history, and so blessed with a thriving present, we now face the 2020s with
hope and confidence that the state of our Braintree is strong and shall remain so.
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OLD BUSINESS
• NONE

Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed

ADJOURNMENT
It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:35p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan M. Cimino
Clerk of the Council

Documents provided for Meeting
•

003 19 Mayor: State of the Town Address
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Town Council Motion to Amend the General Ordinances, by Enacting
“Chapter 5.700: Demolition Delay”
MOTION: That the Town Council vote to amend Title 5 of the Town’s General Ordinances, by
adding “Chapter 5.700: Demolition Delay”, to read as follows:

CHAPTER 5.700. Demolition Delay
5.700.010. Intent and Purpose
A.
The Demolition Delay Ordinance is enacted for the purpose of encouraging and
facilitating the preservation and protection of significant buildings within the Town of Braintree
which are located outside designated Historic Districts. Such buildings reflect distinctive features
of the architectural, cultural, economic, political, or social history of the Town, and their
preservation promotes the public welfare by making the Town a more attractive and desirable
place to live and work.
B.
The intent of the Ordinance is not to permanently prevent demolition, but rather to
provide an opportunity to document and photograph the building and in those situations
determined by the Historical Commission to be historically significant, develop preservation
solutions for significant buildings threatened with demolition. The Ordinance is intended to
encourage owners and townspeople to seek out persons who might be willing to purchase,
preserve, rehabilitate or restore such buildings rather than demolish them, and to limit the
detrimental effect of demolition on the historical architectural resources of the Town. To achieve
these purposes, the Braintree Historical Commission (the “Commission”) is empowered to
advise the Inspector of Buildings with respect to the issuance of permits for demolition of
significant buildings, and, where appropriate and consistent with the intent and purpose of this
ordinance, to allow demolition under conditions designed to minimize the loss of distinctive
features of significant buildings.
5.700.020. Definitions
For the purposes of this Ordinance only, the following words and phrases shall have the
following meanings, whether or not capitalized:
APPLICANT - the person or persons filing an application for review under this Ordinance.
APPLICATION - An application for review under this Ordinance filed pursuant to this
Ordinance.
BUILDING - Any combination of materials forming a shelter for persons, animals, or property.
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BUSINESS DAY- Any day which is not a legal municipal holiday, Saturday or Sunday.
COMMISSION - The Braintree Historical Commission.
DEMOLITION - Any act of pulling down, destroying, removing, razing or moving a building or
any portion thereof, or commencing such work with the intent of completing the same;
PREFERABLY PRESERVED– A Significant Building which, after a public hearing, the
Commission determines that demolition of such building would be detrimental to the historical
or architectural heritage or resources of the Town.
SIGNIFICANT BUILDING - Any building or portion thereof which in whole or in part is more
than 75 years old, or is of unknown age, and which meets one or more of the following two
criteria:
(1) the building is listed on, or is within an area listed on, the National Register of
Historic Places, or is the subject of a pending application for listing on said National
Register; or
(2) the building is determined by vote of the Commission to be of historical or
architectural significance by reason of period, style, method or building construction, or
by reason of its association with a particular architect, or a builder, or with a person or
event of importance to the Town’s history.
5.700.030. Procedure
A
No demolition of a building, or any portion of a building, which is at least 75 years old,
or which is of an indeterminate age, shall be permitted except in conformity with the provisions
of this ordinance. This Ordinance shall not apply to any building located in a designated Historic
District created pursuant to General Laws c. 40C or any special act of the legislature, or to any
property certified as a landmark pursuant to G.L. c. 40, s. 8D.
B.
Upon receipt of an application for a demolition permit for any building, or portion
thereof, which is at least 75 years old, or which is of indeterminate age, the Inspector of
Buildings shall forward a copy thereof to the Planning and Community Development
Department who in turn notifies the Historical Commission Chairperson within seven business
days, and shall notify the Applicant in writing of this action. No demolition permit shall be
issued at that time.
C
Within 45 5 business days of its receipt of a copy of an application for a demolition
permit, the Commission Chairperson shall make an Initial Determination as to the significance of
the subject building. If deemed insignificant , tThe Planning and Community Development
Department Commission shall arrange for photographs to be taken of the subject building within
seven business days of Chairperson decision.and collect other documentation related to the
subject building as it deems necessary for the Commission to make its Initial Determination. If
tThe Initial Determination shall be positive for if the building, or a portion thereof, meets the the
2
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Planning and Community Development Department shall notify the Building Inspector and
Applicant of said determination in writing within five days of Chairperson determination for a
the need to conduct a public meeting. definition of a “Significant Building.” Otherwise, the
Initial Determination shall be in the negative. The Commission shall notify the Applicant of the
meeting at which it intends to make its Initial Determination at least seven days in advance of
said meeting, and the Applicant shall be given an opportunity to make a presentation to the
Commission at said meeting.
D.
The Commission shall notify the Building Inspector and the applicant in writing within
10 business days of its Initial Determination. If the Initial Determination is in the negative, or if
the Commission fails to notify the Building Inspector of its Initial Determination within the said
10 business days, the Building Inspector may, subject to the requirements of the State Building
Code and any other applicable law, ordinances, rules and regulations, issue a demolition permit.
E.
If the Commission’s Initial Determination is positive, the Commission shall, within 45 35
calendar days of its Determination, conduct a public hearing to determine whether the Significant
Building is Preferably Preserved. The Commission shall give public notice by publication in a
newspaper of general circulation once in each of two successive weeks, the first publication to be
not less than fourteen (14) days before the day of the hearing and by posting such notice in a
conspicuous place in Town Hall for a period of not less than fourteen (14) days beforethe day of
such hearing. of said hearing by publishing notice of the time, place, and purpose of the hearing
in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town twice, the first notice to be published at least
14 days before the hearing and the second notice no more than 7 days before the hearing, The
Commission shall also and by mailing a copy of said notice to the applicant, to the owner of the
premises on which the Significant Building is located (if other than the applicant), to the owners
of all property within 300 feet of the premises lot on which the Significant Building is located as
appearing on the most recent tax list, and to such other persons as the Commission shall deem
entitled to notice. The Applicant is encouraged to provide any information to the Commission
that he or she believes will assist the Commission in reaching its decision. The conduct of the
public hearing shall be in accordance with duly adopted ordinances or regulations adopted by the
Commission.
F.
If, after a public hearing, the Commission determines based on the applicants
presentation and submission of materials that demolition of the Significant Building would
notwould not be detrimental to the historical or architectural heritage or resources of the Town,
the Commission shall so notify the applicant, the owner (if other than the applicant), and the
Inspector of Buildings, in writing within 10 business days of such determinationsuch public
hearing . Upon receipt of such notice, or upon the expiration of 10 business days from the date of
the close of the Commission’s public hearing without having received any notification from the
Commission, the Building Inspector may, subject to the requirements of the State Building Code
and any other applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, issue a demolition permit for
the subject building.
G.
If, after the public hearing, the Commission determines that demolition of the Significant
Building would be detrimental to the historical or architectural heritage or resources of the
Town, such building shall be considered to be Preferably Preserved and the Commission shall so
3
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advise the applicant, the owner (if other than the applicant), and the Inspector of Buildings, in
writing, within 10 business days, and no demolition permit shall be issued until six four months
after the date of such determination by the Commission. In making its determination, the
Commission shall consider, among other relevant factors: (a) the building’s condition; (b)
whether the building is one of the last remaining examples of its kind in the neighborhood, the
town, or the region; and (c) the building’s historic, architectural, and urban design significance.
H.
In the event the Commission imposes a demolition delay pursuant to this Ordinance, the
Commission shall invite the Applicant (or owner of record, if different) to participate in an
investigation of alternatives to demolition of the building. The Commission may also invite any
other party to participate in such investigation, on an advisory basis, that it believes can be
helpful. The investigation shall consider possibilities such as: the incorporation of the building
into future development on the site; adaptive re-use of the building; financial incentives for
rehabilitation; removal of the building to another site; and, with the owner’s consent, a search for
a party willing to purchase and preserve, restore, or rehabilitate the building. During the six four
month delay period, the Commission shall notify the Massachusetts Historical Commission, the
Mayor, the Director of Planning and Community Development, the Community Preservation
Committee and any other interested party in an effort to obtain assistance in obtaining
preservation funding or in finding an adaptive use of the building which will result in its
preservation.
I.
Upon expiration of any the four month demolition delay period required by this
Ordinance, the Inspector of Buildings may issue a demolition permit to the Applicant, subject to
the requirements of the State Building Code and any other laws, ordinances, and regulations.
Notwithstanding the Commission’s imposition of a demolition delay, the Commission may issue
a determination prior to the termination of the four month six month delay period that it is
satisfied that no feasible alternative to demolition exists, thus authorizing the Inspector of
Buildings to issue a demolition permit to the Applicant, subject to any other laws, ordinances,
and regulations.
J.
Notwithstanding the preceding paragraphs, the Inspector of Buildings may issue a
demolition permit for a Preferably Preserved building at any time after receipt of written advice
from the Commission to the effect that:
(1) notwithstanding the fact that a significant building is Preferably Preserved, the
Commission is satisfied that there is no reasonable likelihood that either the owner or
some other person or group is willing to purchase, preserve, rehabilitate or restore such
building; or
(2) the six month four month demolition delay period has terminated; or
(3) the Commission has determined that the proposed moving or demolition may be
conducted in a specified manner so as not to be detrimental to the historical or
architectural heritage or resources of the Town.
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K.
The requirements of this Ordinance are in addition to, and not in lieu of, the requirements
of any other codes, ordinances, statutes, or regulations related to the demolition of buildings.
L.
Any determination issued pursuant to this Ordinance shall be in writing and shall specify
the reasons for such determination. In the event a demolition delay is imposed, the written
determination shall specify the date on which such delay period shall terminate.
5.700.040. Responsibilities of the Owner
Once a Significant Building is determined to be Preferably Preserved, the owner shall be
responsible for properly securing the building, if vacant, to the satisfaction of the Inspector of
Buildings. Should the owner fail to so secure the building, a subsequent destruction of the
building at any time during the 6 month four month demolition delay period, which destruction
could have been prevented by the required security measures, shall be considered a voluntary
demolition in violation of this Ordinance.
5.700.050. Emergency Demolitions
A.
Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the Inspector of Buildings may issue a
demolition permit at any time in the event of imminent and substantial danger to the health or
safety of the public due to deteriorating conditions. Prior to doing so, the Inspector of Buildings
shall inspect the building and document, in writing, the findings and reasons requiring an
emergency demolition, a copy of which shall be forwarded immediately to the Commission.
Before allowing emergency demolition, the Inspector of Buildings shall make every effort to
inform the Chairperson of the Commission of his intention to allow demolition before he issues a
permit for emergency demolition.
B.
Nothing in this Ordinance shall restrict the authority of the Inspector of Buildings to
require the Applicant to take reasonable action to prevent the need for required demolition of a
significant building, which may include securing the building and making it safe so that it does
not present an imminent and substantial danger to the public.
C.
No provision of this ordinance is intended to conflict with or abridge any obligations or
rights conferred by G.L.c.143 regarding removal or demolition of dangerous or abandoned
structures. In the event of a conflict, the applicable provisions of Chapter 143 shall control.
D.
Nothing in this ordinance shall be deemed to conflict with the provisions of the Historic
Districts Act, Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40C, with respect to requirements of notice,
hearing and issuance by the Commission of a Certificate of Appropriateness, a Certificate of
Non- applicability or a Certificate of Hardship prior to demolition of any building in an historic
district.
5.700.060. Enforcement and Remedies
A.
If the Commission determines that a significant building has been voluntarily demolished
in violation of this Ordinance, the Building Commissioner shall not issue any building permit for
new construction, or any use or occupancy permit for any use other than a park or recreational
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space, with respect to the premises for a period of two years after the date of the Commission’s
determination. As used herein, “premises” includes the parcel of land upon which the
demolished building was located, and all abutting parcels under common ownership or control.
B.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever the Commission shall, on its own initiative, or
on application of the landowner, determine that earlier reconstruction, restoration or other
remediation of any demolition in violation of this Ordinance better serves the intent and purpose
of this Ordinance, it may, prior to the expiration of said period of two years, but no sooner than
six months from the date of completion of any demolition in violation of this Ordinance,
authorize the Inspector of Buildings to issue a building permit upon such conditions as the
Commission deems necessary or appropriate to effectuate the purposes of this Ordinance.
5.700.070. Regulations and Fees
A.
The Commission may promulgate regulations to administer the provisions of this
Ordinance
B.
The Commission is authorized to adopt a schedule of reasonable fees to cover the costs
associated with the administration of this Ordinance (including the costs of publishing) and
mailing hearing notices).
5.700.080. Severability
If any section, paragraph or part of this Ordinance for any reason declared invalid or
unconstitutional by any court, every other section, paragraph and part shall continue in full force
and effect.
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Building Department Receives
Demolition Application

Planning and Community
Development Department receives a
copy of the Application and forwards
to the Historical Commission
Chairperson

(Within 5 Days)
Chairperson shall make an Initial
Determination whether the building
is significant or insignificant for the
purpose of a Public Hearing.

Insignificant: Building Department is
notified and Demolition Permit can
be issued after 7 day period to collect
photographs.

Significant: Planning and Community
Development Department Notifies
the Applicant and Building Inspector
that a Public Hearing is needed.

Public Hearing is held within 35 days
of the Chairperson’s Determination

If Determined Not Detrimental: No
Delay and Demolition Permit can be
issued.

If Determined Detrimental: A 4
Month delay is applied on the Subject
Building

